Innovation for Education
Projects contribute to
improving the quality
of education
On Thursday 14 March 2013, Rwanda’s Ministry of Education
formally launched the 26 projects supported by Innovation for
Education. The Minister of Education, Dr. Vincent Biruta, and the
Head of DFID Rwanda, Mike Hammond, spoke at the event, which
took place at the Groupe Scolaire Muhondo in Gicumbi District.
The event celebrated the fact that innovations are now being
implemented and tested on the ground in classrooms, schools and
other education institutions across the country over a two-year period.
Innovation for Education is a major opportunity to test new ideas to
improve the quality of education in Rwanda. The aim of Innovation for
Education is to demonstrate effective and
equitable ways of improving children’s
learning.

“In my ‘dream
classroom’
students are
helping and
teaching
other students”

Student speaking
at the launch

The 26 projects are linked by a
strong focus on evidence collection.
Each project will collect data to assess the impact that the project is
having on children’s education. Those findings will be judged against
the cost effectiveness of the project, and whether it can be scaled up
by Government. The 26 projects were selected from 39 proposals
shortlisted from an initial 150 Expressions of Interest.

Minister of Education Dr. Vincent
Biruta meets students at the launch

I firmly believe innovations can play a critical role to
further improve the Rwandan education sector and
to reach the Government’s ambitions laid down in its
Vision 2020.
I am delighted to see that after a process of rigorous
evaluation and joint decision-making between the
Government of Rwanda and the UK Government, we now
have 26 innovative projects happening in classrooms all
over Rwanda at this very moment. All innovations are
closely aligned to MINEDUC’s Education Sector Strategic
Plan (ESSP).
During the next two years evidence will be collected that
will show us ‘what works and what does not work’. We
are confident that a large number of these innovations
will be successful and can be scaled up and sustained
within the Government programme.
The Ministry of Education will play a lead role in the
learning around these innovations and feed the evidence
coming from the research that is taking place into its own
decision-making.
I want to conclude by calling upon all Government staff,
teachers, students and school communities concerned
to support implementation of these pilot projects.
Dr. Vincent Biruta, Minister of Education

“We need innovations because times
are changing; that’s why, as teachers, we
need to get new ideas” Secondary teacher

in Africa and I hope that good practice will be shared, not just
within Rwanda, but regionally and across the continent.
For the UK Government, Innovation for Education is an
opportunity to expand our usual partnerships - to work with
civil society, faith based organisations and the private sector.
The 26 winning projects are an exciting mix. Grantees
will test out new technologies, train teachers, tackle
the impact of climate change, and work to make
education more inclusive.
The innovations to be tested are wide ranging,
but come together under one common banner – the
improvement of the quality of education in Rwanda.
Crucially, each project will also have to demonstrate that the
innovation is cost effective and can be scaled-up by Government.
I look forward to following the progress of each of the grantees
over the next two years.”

Mike Hammond, Head of DFID Rwanda, said:
“Education and skills are at the very foundation of Rwanda’s
future development. The UK remains committed to helping
Rwanda get more boys and girls in to school, and ensuring that
children learn and gain relevant skills whilst in the classroom.
Innovation for Education will not just pilot new ideas – but assist
the Ministry of Education to become a leader in innovation. This
is the first Innovation Fund for education that DFID has supported
It is not often that we have seen an opportunity for
funding that allows for creativeness and out-of-the box
thinking. We sincerely appreciate Innovation for Education
stimulating the debate. Innovation for Education has
recognised the importance of doing things differently and
taking risks to find alternative ways to achieve results in the
education sector
said Peter van Dommelen, Country Director PLAN International
Rwanda.

Innovation for Education Grant Recipients

Innovation for Education is important because it addresses a
national priority, namely improving the quality of education.
Each project must prove that it will make a difference to the
outcomes for Rwandan learners with the promise that successful
projects will be adopted by the government
said Leon Tikly, Bristol University UK

Note from the Fund Manager
The Fund Manager, Mott MacDonald Ltd, is excited about this
opportunity to test 26 innovations in the Rwandan education sector
during the coming two years.
We encourage all Grant Recipients to do well in the implementation
of their projects and have a strong focus on collecting good evidence
to prove impact. We also strongly encourage head teachers, teachers
and other education staff to be involved in the implementation of
the Innovation for Education projects.
The Fund Manager thanks the Ministry of Education and DFID
for their continuous support and guidance and we express our
commitment to facilitate an inspiring process of learning together.
Marc van der Stouwe, Team Leader, Innovation for Education

Full details of projects are available on the website:
www.mineduc.gov.rw/innovation
Innovation for Education is a partnership between the
governments of Rwanda and the United Kingdom. The Fund
Manager, Mott MacDonald Ltd, is based in the Ministry of
Education in Kigali.

www.mineduc.gov.rw/innovation

